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CREAT BRITAIN The Coming of European Voluntary Workers 


The British Government faced by the twofold problem ef securing the workers 
it needs for industry and agriculture and the necessity of solving the iragia 
situation of the uprooted people in Europe, decided to invite 100,000 Dispieced 
Persons to volunteer as workers in Great Britain. The implementing of this de- 
cision has now begun, and before the Autumn it is expected that the first 50,000 
Will have arrived. 


This major operation for resettlement came as a challenge to the Christian 
Church on which rests the responsibility for the spiritual welfare of those whom 
the British Government designates as European Volunteer Workers and not Displaced 
Persons. The London Office of the Rcumenical Refugee Commission got into toiich 
with the Ministry of Labour. It was appointed by the Ministry to be the responsi- 
ble body to arrange for the religious needs of the new workers and a consultative 
body in all that pertained to their welfare. 


There are three stages in reception. First the workers are received into a 
transit camp where they remain for a few days, Then they go to "holding" camps or 
hostels. Here they are given instruction and if needful, retraining in their 
particular. craft. Finally they go to their permanent hostel or home after thsir 
work has been assigned to them by a Special Selection Committee of the Ministry 
of Labour. 


The EBeumenical Refugee Commission in all these matters is working through 
the British Council of Churches which, in its turn, gets into touch with local 
Churches. The workers who have arrived, have been met at the transit camps by 
Latvian, Sstonian and Orthodox pastors who were already in England. Hach worker 
on his arrival is given a written letter of welcome signed by the leaders of all 
the Churches, and particulars are given ef the names and addresses of the 
appropriate pastor of his own faith. 


An arrangement is being sought whereby refugee pastors from Europe shall 
accompany each group and remain with them in the transit or holding camp for a 
period, Then the pastors will return and come over with another transport. E.R.C. 
will select the pastors for this work. 
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From. time to time E,R.C, representatives will visit the 
hostels. The first visit of this nature was made in May to the Hans 
Crescent holding hostel by the Rev, Henry Carter, the chairman of the 
Commission, and the Rev. Percy Ineson, the London secretary. ‘The 
visit gave the visitors the distinct impression that the workers were 
being treated with consideration and courtesy and were being given 
every freedom both within and without the camp, 


For the present the workers come for a year when their posi- 
tion will be reviewed, There is no doubt, however, that the majority 
will remain and that their care will be a continuing responsibility 
for the Church. So far families have not been invited, but there is 
a definite proposal that they shall be allowed to come. The Churches 
have pressed and will continue to press for this both because of the 
happiness of the workers involved and to save a recrudescence of a 


serious social problem which was only too prevalent during the war, 
B,P,S,. Geneva 


INDIA South India Churches Prepare for Union 
With the announcement of the names of the new bishops, five 
Of whom are Anglican and five of the other Churches, a decisive step 
has been taken towards the inauguration of the United Church of South 
India. An Electoral College selected the ten new bishops out of 
Several nominations submitted by the different Church Councils of 
the South India United Church, the Synods of the Methodist Church and 
the Diocesan Councils of the Anglican Communion, Arrangements are 
being made for their consecration in September 1947. 


The importance of this event is stressed by Prot, P,D, De= 
vanandan of the Unitcd Theological College, Bangalore, in a letter 
to the Ecumenical Press Service: 


Twenty-seven years of patient and persistent effort have 
gone into the making of the proposed United Church of South India. 
The denominations which enter into organic union are the Congregation- 
alists and Presbyterians, the Methodists and tne Anglicans. 


The uniting Churches have agreed to.accept the historic 
episcopate in a Constitutional form. But no particular interpreta- 
tion of episcopacy is accepted. Any communicant member of any Church 
which is in fellowship with any of the uniting Churches will be at 
liberty to communicate in any church of the United Church, If, for 
instance; a Presbyterian from Scotland or a Methodist from Brivain 
or a Congrepationalist from America were visiting South India, they 
would be welcome to receive communion in any of the churches of the 
Church of South India. Moreover, any minister of. such a Church will 
be free, 25-6 Visitor, to minister or celebrate the Holy Communion 
irene cmrcn ofthe United Church, if he is invited to do so, pro- 
vided the mutual pledge between the uniting Churches is not violated. 


According to this pledge, 'neither forms of worship or 
ritual, nor a ministry to which they have not been accustomed, or to 
which they conscientiously object, will be imposcd upon any congrega-~ 
Sicn!, during the next thirty years. More recently the present bi- 
Shops of the four Anglican dioceses renewed the assurance. 
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The Church of India, Burma and Ceylon (as the Anglican com- 
munion is known in these countries) has given permission to the four 
South Indian dioceses to withdraw from their Generel Synod for a 
period of thirty years. So that, in a way, the Anglicans by uniting 
with the Church of South India are, at least for the time being, 
cutting themselves off from communion with the present Church during 
ehis period, .. . 


After union all candidates for the ministry will be episcop- 
ally ordained. As the scheme now stands, it is agreed that ‘after 
this period of thirty years, the Cmrch of South India will determine 
Whether there shall continue to be any exceptions to the rule that 
its ministry is an episcopally ordained ministry’. 


The South India scheme looks forward in faith and hope to- 
wards development in two directions. On the one hand, there is no 
doubt that as the South Indie Church becomes stabilised other commun- 
tons which have not entered into union will seriously consider the 
possibility of joining. The Mar Thoma Syrian Church is already con- 
templating such action, although no official step has been thus far 
taken, The Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church will perhaps be the 
first to decide in favour of union, If the Mar Thomites and the 
Evangelical Lutherans join, the episcopal order of the ministry will 
be derived from the combined historical heritage of the Church of 
England, the Church of Sweden and the Orthodox Church of Syria. The 
Other direction in which one might look for development is in ‘the 
strengthening of the Church in South India. Undoubtedly the evangel- 
ieetc work of the Church in all its varied aspects will receive a new 
impetus, 

"We hope, concludes Prof, Devanandan, that in the united 
Church we can conserve all that is of spiritual value in our Indian 
Church and give full expression to the faith in Indian forms, so that 
pie principle of the Catholic unity of the Body of Christ is locally 
interpreted, ‘With the years, as the United Church in south India 
takes root in the soil, assimilating at the same time its comprehensive 
Nistoric heritage from the Older Churches, it will stand out as truly 
ecumenical and truly indigenous." E,P.S, Geneva 


The Deaconesses! Work for Reconstruction 


Recently a first mecting between the representatives of the 
Swiss, Dutch and German deaconess houses and of the Department of Re- 
Ponstruction of the World Cotincil of Churches took place at Riehen, 
Switzerland. The mother houses associated with the Kaiserswerth Ver- 
band were primarily concerned, but the whole question of post-war re- 
equipment and renewal was discussed, Many examples were given of the 
courageous work of deaconesses both during the war and the post-war 
period, despite the fact that many institutions are reduced, for lack 
of equipment, to a fraction of their working efficiency. Special 
emphasis was laid on the value of an international exchange of deacon- 
esses, Representatives of the Reconstruction Department described 
the efforts that have already been made to aid deaconess work through- 
the noxmel chonnels of the National Reconstruction Committees, 

£.P.5, Geneva 
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Arrangements for the Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, 1948 i oe 
Detailed arrangements for the first General Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches tc be held in Amsterdam in 1948 were approv= 
ed by the Provisional Committee of the World Council at ‘its mecting 
Poe Wild) Felissises EH yPiS No. Lh). 


. A total of 50 recommendations ranging from accomodation of 
delegates. to press arrangements were discussed and approved, Among 
these were the following: 


(1) fhe Assembly will meet in Amsterdam from Sunday efternoon 
August 22nd to Sunday afternoon September 5th 1948. The final session 
may be changed to September 4th if this is found desirable. 


(2) The mornings will be devoted to the four sub-topics of the 
study programme, "Man's Disorder end God!s Design"; the at'ternoons 
to the constitution, business and work of the Council and such other 
Special concerns as member Churches may suggest; the evenings to be 
used for public meetings and other gatherings. 


(3) <A service of worship is to be arranged each morning, plan- 
ned according to the*practice of different communions, with a brief 
and simple period of prayer each evening. ' 


(4) The presiding officers at various plenary sessions will in- 
clude Dr Van Dusen (chairman of the Study Department), the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dx Marc Boegner (chairman of the Administrative Commit- 
tee), the Archbishop of Upsala, Dr John R. Mott and Archbishop 
Germanos, 


(5) In the allocation of the approximately 450 places in the 
Assembly, each member Church shall be entitled to at least one place, 
the number of additional delegates for the larger bodies being de- 
termined by the Churches of each area. 

(6) The member Churches will be asked to see to it that about 
one-third of the Assembly consists of lay persons, men and women. 

(7) The fifty places assigned to the Younger Churches shall be 
distributed by the members of the Provisional Committee representing 
the Younger Churches, after consultation with the representatives of 
the Younger Churches attending the Conference of the International 
Missionary Council at Whitby, Canada, in July 1947. 


(8) Churches may appoint alternates as well as principals. 


(9) The Committee of the Youth Department of the World Vouncil 
of Churches is to arrange for a youth delegation of from 50 to 100 
persons who shall attend as observers. 


(10) The Churches of each area are authorised to accredit a 
number of visitors equal to the number of delegates plus one-third, 
Provision is made for 600 of them. During the period of the Assembly 
several meetings especially for the visitors will be arranged. 


(11) English, French and German will be the official languages 
of the Assewbly, though other languages will be allowed at the discre- 
tion of the presiding officers. 
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A budget of $110,000 for the Amsterdam Assembly was approved 
- the budget to be allocated as follows: from the Churches of the 
United States $74,800, from other Churches $35,200. 


; A proposal that the plenary sessions be open to representa- 
tives of the press “except on occasion when the Assembly may decide 
to meet in closed session" resulted in considereble discussion. It 
was voted to appoint a committee of five to report to the Provisional 


Committee in regard to the provision, H.P.o,. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND The Basle Mission in the Post-War Period 


Before the war the organisational, personal and financial 
responsibility for the five fields - Gold Coast, India, China, the 
Cameroons and Borneo - was shared between Southern Germany and Switzer- 
land through the Basle Mission, Since the outbreak of war this re- 
Sponsibility has fallen on Switzerland alone, which has accepted the 
heavy burden in full realisation of its implications. The number of 
Swiss people available for the work is increasing and includes those 
with theological training. 


in order to rclieve missionaries who have been held In the 
mission field throughout the war, since the end of the war 74 persons 
Mave gone out: 28 to the Cameroons, 16 to the Gold Coast, 7 to India, 
a5 to China and 9 to Borneo. Those missionaries who had remained in 
charge of the organisation, who had been interned in the mission 
fields, and also (with a few exceptions) those German missionaries 
who were still abroad, have nearly all now returned home. 


The first missionaries who went out to Borneo at the end 
of the war found a Church which had been completely cut off from the 
mission by the Japanese. This Church will not give up its indepen- 
dence in the setting of the Indonesian freedom movement, but is quite 
prepared to co-operate with the mission, 


The Southern China, in India and on the Gold Coast the 
mission is faced by a native Church which is longing to be incorporat- 
ed in the mission work, While the very young pioneer Church in the 
British Cameroons has to be encouraged to stand on its own feet, 


The young Churches ere anxious for independence, which is 
fully supported by the mission; but at the same time the native 
Church leaders are begging for more missionaries to be sent out from 
Switzerland, to give theological instruction, to evangelise and to 


sa 


sorve their people. The mission is very anxious to send out mission- 


pcLes Of Unis kind, H.P,S. Geneva 
GHRMANY Roman Catholics and the Reformation 


In Munich the “Institute for Research on the Reformation" 
has been founded by Roman Catholics, under the supervision of Father 
Hugo Lang, 0.S.B. "The Institute aims at bringing the confessions to- 
gether for scientific study on ies tions concerning the Reformation 


pericd, and at prepering the way for genuine understanding." 
Le Pads GOnEVa 
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GERMANY Super-Confessional Coo eration 
a aenees ee nena anaes SN —— 


The Tepresentatives of the religious associations met to- 
Eether on April 14, 1947, under the presidency of the Evangelical 
Bishop of Berlin, Dr Dibelius, and resolved to form a working associa« 
tion of Church and religious Societies in Berlin and Jistriot: 


The working association will he divid 
The Evangelical Church and the Roman Catholic O 
SYoup; there are also the Jewish and 
ic religious Societies, the Union of Evangolical Free Churches, the 
lutheran Prec Churches, the Ola Catholic Church, and the additional 
religious Societies and Organisations of which the Christian commun- 
ity was the Eivet to Join the association. Bach of these groups will 
Eppoint a member to the Council, which will direct the Working asso- 
Ciation, At a Ineeting of delegates Opportunity will be Biven to 
Every separate teligious societ 


cd into seven kroups. 
hurch each form one 
other non-Christian monctheist- 


YY to express itself through its own 

m <dclegate, | 

1 

. As mentioned a7 the Statutes, the Church and religious 

. Societies have been Buided, in the formation of the working associa- 


tion, by the desire "to CO-opcerate in mutual Hespect for the values 
and the freedom of religious activity", 


It a6 the L227 8t Meeting of this kind in Germany, 
HeP.S, Geneva 
| SWITZERLAND Tribute to Pastor Paul vogt 
| RELCERLAND a Sor Paul Vogt 
On Founders! Day at the University of 4urich, the Theologic- 
al Paculty bestowed the title’ ofr Honorary Doctor oF Theology on Pastor 
Paul Vogt of Grabs, St, Gallen. For many years he has been the chief 


Organiser of tho church work for refugees and has Carried out his 
task with éreat courage, 


The World Council of Churches takes this O 
Calling with &ratitude the &reat services Which Dr v 
for refugees during many years, He has been indefatigable in his 
efforts On behalf of the defenceless, He was always active wherever 
it was a question of unmasking anti-Semitism in every form as a 
Brievous sin ana an evil that was a danger to all, 


Pportunity of re- 
ogt has rendered 


Pastor Vogt now wishes to devote hig whole time to his 
)Perish and to his work as President of the Swiss ASsociation for help 
to the Confessing Church in Germany, - He has therefore resigned his 
hembership on the Ecumenical Refugee Commission, but he will remain 
IN contact with it in the future. E.P.S. Geneva 


New President of Yenching Universit 
aE OE _tenching University 


Dr William H, Adolph has been named acting president of 
Nching University in Peiping, the best theological school In Ching: 
e takes over duties relinquished by Dr g, Leighton Stuart, who is 

OW the American Ambassador to China Ceae 70 2 roe No. 27, 1946), 

cr, Adolph, a former Cornell University biochemist, has: divided his 

Me since 1915 between China and the U.S.Ac, Occupying teaching ana 
scarch positions at Cheeloo University and Yenching in China and 
inois, Nebraska, Yale and Cornall Pai tere! bias ia iis: buses. aon. 
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